


Why are we here today?

 We will discuss types of colleges.

 We will cover how the application process works 

and the senior year timeline.

 We will talk about how to earn financial aid.



What is College?  Why is college 

important?



What is “College”?

 Questions for the audience:  Who can define the 
word “college”?  Who can tell us why college is 
beneficial?

 College can best be thought of as a place for higher 
learning “post-secondary school” (after high school) 
to help you along your career journey.

 “Go to college so that you can do something that 
you otherwise could not do (without college).”



Types of Post-Secondary Programs
Four-Year College or University

Earn Bachelors and Advanced Degrees

Community or Junior College (2-year)

Earn Associates and Certificates

Apprenticeships

Earn pay raises every 1,000 hours and 
become a journey worker for a trade.

Military

Gain experience in a variety of career 
fields, serve your country and earn GI 

Bill. 



4-year college

 Attend a four-year colleges if:

 Your career path requires* a Bachelors, Masters, Doctoral or Professional degree.

 You have 2.5GPA (weighted) and 990 SAT (minimums for non-selective colleges).

 You are admitted to a CHANCE Program.

 Common Careers for requiring 4-year college.

 Teacher, CPA, Physician, Lawyer, Airline Pilot, Engineer, Therapists, Marketing 

Managers, Human Resources, Actuaries, Software Developers, etc.  (Use Naviance

or ask a counselor about the degrees required for your field.)

*Some careers do not require a bachelor’s degree but obtaining one is helpful (IE. 

Police officer, Registered Nurse).



Junior or Community College

 Attend a 2-year Community or Junior College if:

 Your career path requires an Associates Degree or Certificate.

 Your career path requires a Bachelors Degree but your GPA is less than 2.5 and/or 

SAT is less than 990.  Strong academic performance allows you to “redeem” a 

weaker high school transcript.

 It makes financial sense to start at a community college.*

 Common careers for 2-year colleges.  

 CNC Machine Operator, Dental Hygienist, Chef, Auto/Diesel Mechanic, Sonographer, 

Registered Nurse, Welder, Medical Assistant, Dental Assistant, Drafter and more.  

*SOMETIMES A COMMUNITY COLLEGE START SAVES YOU MONEY, SOMETIMES IT 

COSTS YOU MONEY!



Apprenticeship Program

 Become a trade union apprentice if you wish to become:

 A laborer, pipefitter, plumber, carpenter, painter, installer, machine 

operators, teamster, etc.

 Apprentices are “workers who learn” and earn a good hourly wage.  Pay 

increases occur every 1,000 hours.  Journey workers typically earn $60,000 -

$90,000/year with opportunity to earn higher wages as mangers, 

superintendents and business owners.

 The classroom education component is free.

 Must be willing and able to travel to worksites.  

 Must make wise decisions and be on-time.  Many unions cut people for failing 

drug/alcohol tests. 



Military

 Enlist or become an officer if you wish to serve your country as a Soldier, 

Marine, Airman or Sailor.  MANY different careers in the military are available.

 To enlist active duty or reserves, contact a recruiter (they visit the cafeteria 

often).

 To become an officer, apply to an academy or apply to a college ROTC 

program.

 Note:  Students can receive large amounts of financial aid via the GI Bill.



Timeline and Application Process
4-year college
 Complete the Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) after 
October 1st and before November 15th

to ensure eligibility for grants.

 Application deadlines vary, the 
earliest priority deadline is 
November 1st.

 Complete FAFSA “verification” when 
requested.

 Receive financial aid letters from 
December through April.  

 Decision Day is May 1st (check with 
your college of choice to see if this is 
a hard deadline).  

 Make initial deposit at time of 
comital.  

2-year College

 Admissions is “open enrollment”.

 Follow Financial Aid Steps listed 

under 4-year College

 Complete the New Student 

Enrollment form by end of 

November to be eligible for the 

Foundation Scholarships (due 

January 15th).

 Complete all enrollment steps prior 
to May 1st for priority course 

selection



Timeline and Application Process cont.

Apprenticeship Programs

 Applications open throughout the 

year for students 18 and older.  

 Apply to the correct local (based 

on where you live).

 For more information, visit 

cisco.org .

Military

 To enlist, check in with local 

recruiters for the application 

process.  

 To apply to an academy…hopefully 

you already started the process 

(requires congressional 
recommendations).

 To apply to an ROTC program, 
follow the college’s application 

deadlines.  



How do we pay for this?
Financial Aid



Three Types of Financial Aid

 Institutional Aid

 Private Aid

 Government (or Federal) Aid



Institutional Aid

 Some colleges offer need-based grants (or meet 100% of need as determined 

by the FAFSA or as determined by an institutional aid form for undocumented 

students.)

 Some colleges allow you to compete for full-ride scholarships.

 Most colleges (NOT ALL) provide scholarships based on your GPA and 
SAT Scores. These are called merit scholarships.



An example of a Merit Scholarship



Private Aid

 Private aid is earned by filing out scholarship applications and sending them 

to the company, organization or person offering them.

 You might work for an employer that offers scholarships. Ask!

 Awards can range from $200 to full-rides.

 Most require a student to come from a low-income household.

 Community service, school involvement and writing ability help.

 Generally high GPAs and SAT scores help, but there are some exceptions.   



Private Scholarships Continued.

 Go to Naviance -> College Tab ->  Scholarships and Money -> Scholarship List

 Naviance will either have a website to visit or a .pdf to print out for 

applications.



Government (Federal) Aid

 By completing the FAFSA (October!) you may qualify for need-based grants (up 

to $12,000/year) & work study (up to $3,000/year)

 All qualify for loans ($5,500 - $7,500/year).

 We will host a FAFSA workshop for families on Monday, October 7th from 

5:30pm-7:30 in the College and Career Center and ISAC is here every Tuesday 

and Thursday during lunch/study hall hours (in the CCC).

 Undocumented students may now qualify for the MAP Grant (worth 

$5,300/year) due to the RISE ACT.  More information will follow.  Applications 

will be open after January 1st.

 OPENS OCTOBER 1ST



FAFSA Workshops

October 7th, 2019 5:30 to 7:30pm

College and Career Center

FAFSA Completion Workshop

October 15th, 2019 5pm to 7pm

Aurora Public 

Library Eola Branch

FAFSA Completion Workshop

Every Tuesday & Thursday there will be an ISAC representative in the College & Career Center 

to help with FAFSA



Where do I find Naviance?



Naviance eDocs

 Requesting Letters of Recommendation

 Have a conversation with your teacher/counselor FIRST

 Allow at least a week before the due date

 If necessary, complete a Teacher Recommendation Request Form

 Make the request through Naviance:

 Colleges I’m Applying To

 Letters of Recommendations

 Add Request

 Select a Teacher or Counselor

 Select "all future and current colleges"



How to add schools



How to add schools



Adding Schools & Requesting Transcripts



Colleges you are applying to



Requesting Transcripts



Common App

 IF you want to apply to multiple schools on the 

Common Application and/or you are applying to a school 

that makes you use the Common App, you must create 

a Common App account and link it to Naviance.

 Go to: Commonapp.org

 Fill out the application, add schools, waive 

FERPA. All letters of recommendation requisitions must 

be done on NAVIANCE. DO NOT request writers through 

the Common App.



Night School

 Sessions

 Monday – Thursday

 3:30pm – 6pm

 5:30pm – 8pm

 See your counselor to sign up!

 CLASSES are free

 Do not wait to sign up; space is limited

 If a required course is not passed (Consumers, Government, English) it must 

be made up in night school!

 STARTS SEPTEMBER 9TH!!



Senior Conference

 Starting September into October

 Be conscious of pass

 If you must reschedule please come down and work out a time with your 
counselor

 It is okay to be unsure of WHAT you want to be

 Naviance Surveys is a great place to start

 Be prepared to discuss WHO you want to be

 MAKE SURE YOU ARE ON TRACK FOR 22 REQUIRED CREDITS FOR GRADUATION

 Graduation is May 22nd

 Mandatory Graduation rehearsal is May 21st



SAT DATES

SAT Test Date Registration Deadline Late Registration Deadline

October 5th, 2019* September 6th September 24th

November 2nd, 2019 October 3rd October 22nd

December 7th, 2019* November 8th November 26th

March 14th, 2020 February 14th March 3rd

May 2nd, 2020 April 3rd April 21th

June 6th, 2020* May 8th May 27th



ACT Dates

Test Date Registration Late Registration

October 26th, 2019 September 20th October 4th

December 14th, 2019 November 8th November 22nd

February 8th, 2020 January 10th January 17th

April 4th, 2020 February 28th March 13th



Survey

 Type in the link

bit.ly/2zux5wf
 Log into your school email

 ID#@D131.org

 Password – Initials + DOB

 @EAHSCounseling

 Senior Class 2020 Remind Info:

 Text 81010

 Message: @tomcats2020

mailto:ID


EA Ambassador



Questions?


